
 
 
 

Formative feedback 
 

 

Assessment potential  
 
Assignment 1  
 
You may want to get credit for your hard work and achievements with the OCA by 
formally submitting your work for assessment at the end of the module. More and 
more people are taking the idea of lifelong learning seriously by submitting their 
work for assessment but it is entirely up to you. We are just as keen to support you 
whether you study for pleasure or to gain qualifications. Please consider whether you 
want to put your work forward for assessment and let me know your decision when 
you submit Assignment 2. I can then give you feedback on how well your work meets 
the assessment requirements. 
 
Feedback on assignment  
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration 
of Creativity  
 
Thank you for sending me your assignment, I notice there are more images than it suggests 
for your final submission, please be careful not to do this in future as part of the assignment 
making process is selecting your images and limiting them to the ones which convey your 
ideas most effectively. Also carefully consider the sequence they are shown in. 
 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills 
Materials, techniques, observational skills, visual awareness, design and compositional skills 
 
You have utilized some techniques within this assignment, for example use of differential 
focus to give perspective as well as drawing the viewer’s eye to the part of the image you 
want them to look at. Competent technical and visual skills. You have also created 
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interesting compositions by including foreground and by using rule of thirds and other 
techniques. I think this approach is inconsistent however and that some images are centred 
around the centre of the image which is a shame as it doesn’t make you look at the image 
for long, also some have a snapshot feel with too much in the image and I am unsure what 
I am meant to be looking at. I think the first few childhood images appear to be the most 
carefully thought out and constructed. 
 
Quality of Outcome 
Content, application of knowledge, presentation of work in a coherent manner, discernment, 
conceptualisation of thoughts, communication of ideas 
 
Effective grasp of ideas and communication of visual ideas. The work has been presented 
well but it would like to see the presentation considered a little more carefully to make it 
stand out. Ideas have been communicated reasonably well but I think with some 
consideration of images could be communicated a lot more strongly. 
 
Demonstration of Creativity  
Imagination, experimentation, invention, development of a personal voice 
 
Some evidence of creativity, little evidence of risk-taking, with a few imaginative outcomes, 
some evidence of a developing personal voice. I would like to see more experimentation. I 
also think you really need to focus on finding and showing your personal viewpoint, 
personal voice as this will make your work stronger. What makes your images different to 
the next photographer?  
 

Coursework 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Demonstration of Creativity  
 
You have completed exercises and documented these on your blog. Please continue to 
complete every assignment and put them on your blog with their write ups. I would like to 
see more time and consideration spent on these, they are an exercise leading to your 
assignment however they are also an opportunity to be experimental and show your skills 
in photography by your choice of subject and your exploration of it. 
 

Research 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   
 
It is great that you have been to the National Portrait Gallery to see an exhibition of the 
work of William Eggleston which you have written about in your blog, however this is not 
really relevant to the Square Mile project so whilst seeing and documenting this work is 
great please make sure you also do research directed at your current project. 
 

Learning Log 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   
 
Context 



Reflection, research, critical thinking* (learning logs and, at levels 5 and 6, critical reviews and essays 
 
Evidence of selfreflection and research, and satisfactory ability to analyse and synthesise 
information.  I can see you have reflected on your own work as well as the work  of some 
other photographers however this needs to be more in depth. 
 
 

Suggested reading/viewing  
Context  
 
Please have a look at Connotation and Denotation in photography, David Bates 
“Photography” book is a good place to start reading up on this. 
 
Also have a look at Stephen Bull Photography (Routledge Introductions to Media and 
Communications) 
 
I would like you to take a look at the photography of Tim Walker, William Eggleston, 
Stephen Shore and Walker Evans to see how using your imagination and experimenting 
can really help to get your message across in your images. 
 
The study of photography at HE level means you engage with more than how to take a 
photo. 
 

• Why was the photograph taken? 
• Who was it taken for? 
• When was it taken? 
• Where was the work presented? 
• What feelings does the photograph evoke? 
• What does the image say to you / how could it be interpreted? 
• What is the images purpose? 

 

Pointers for the next assignment / assessment 
 

• Keep up the good work, really think about what you want the viewer to take away / 
read from each image. 

• Take more risks with your photographic work. 
• Capture more images to enable you to choose the strongest photographs and show 

a consistency of judgment. 
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